214         COLLECTING TODDY FROM THE PALM.

thus falls into the chattie, and is collected each
morning and fermented. The men climb up the
tall smooth stems of the tree, with the help of a
fibre girdle, and hang the different chatties, as they
remove them, to their waists.

After c chota hazri,' we started for a visit to
Bnddrachellum on the opposite bank. We walked
over the sands to the bed of the river, then,
mounting elephants, rode across the stream,
which though rapid is only about five feet deep
in the ford. It was a curious sight: five elephants,
an escort of sowars, and a large following on foot.
As soon as we reached the opposite bank, we were
met by a band composed of tomtoms and flutes,
the latter shrieking out discordant notes and
blown with all the might of the pla^rs. The
streets were crowded, and we rode through the
bazaar to the temple, where, seated in a low dur-
bar-room, the Nawab had to listen to a long
address and petition in Telagu. The sacred
jewels were brought out for our inspection, but
there was nothing worthy of remark amongst